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worthy of this great Truſt; a Tru 
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\HE Parliament having met this Winter, it it 
cannot be improper to addreſs the Members, 
at this Time, in a pathetick Manner; excite- 
| ing them to pay a ſtrict Obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty s Commands; exhorting them to a diligent Atten- 


dance on their Duty; and endeavouring to urge them, 
by all virtuous Motives, to be careful of the great Truſt 


1 is repoſed in them. 

A Member of Parliament is, withoot all doubt, A Man 
of as much Conſequence as any Subject in the King- 
dom. He is placed in the higheſt Station, which his 
Country has in its Diſpoſal, and inveſted with the great | 
eſt Truſt the People can poſſibly beſtow upon him, He 


bas the Properties, the Liberties, nay, the very Lives of 


thoſe, who choſe him, in his Hands; and what is more, 


| he is accountable to no Man for what he does. Thus 


inveſted with almoſt abſolute Power, how circumſpect, 
how cautious ſhould he be, of actin 1 in any Manner un- 


the more ſacred, becauſe thoſ e, who ave it, have di- 


veſted themſclres of. the Power of e ging him to Ac- 
A242: count 


which is by much 


N 


fa) 


count for any Neglect, or Non- performance of his Duty 
in it, 

Every Member, 8 lies under an indiſpenſible 
Obligation of attending diligently in his Poſt. He muſt 
be ready, at all Times, to maintain the Rights, pre- 
ſerte the Freedom, and advance the Intereft of thoſe 
who choſe him; of the Houſe of which he is a Mem- 


ber; and of his Country in general; and poſtpone all 


Conſiderations whatever for the publick Benefit. 

In this great Council of the Nation, every Man 
ſtands upon an equal Foot; and no Member is more 
conſiderable, or greater, than another, but as he diſtin- 
guiſhes himſelf by his Abilities, or EndeayQure, to ſerve 
his King and Country. 

It is Matter of Aſtoniſhment to me, that, with all 
theſe Advantages and Opportunities of doing good to 
themſelves, and their Country, every Member does not 
exert himſelf to the utmoſt; and yet ſuch Diffidence 
there bath been in ſome, and ſo much Indolence in 


others, that few have endeavour'd to put themſelves for- 
ward in the Cauſe of their Country ; and many have 
intirely negleRed it, by abſenting themſelves ſome times = 
for a whole Seſſion together. | 


T have known ſome, in former "a AD (why it it 
never be he Caſe again) who, when once they, were 


choſen Members, never thought of giving themſeives 
the Trouble of coming up to attend their Duty in the 


Houſe; and, provided. they , bad. the Privilege of frank- 
ang Letters, they were not under the leaſt Concern what 
became of the Publick. 

With all ſuch as are thus criminally indolent, I would 
expoſtulate | in the following Manner. Do you, 1 would 
ask every Gentleman, ſeek being a Member of Parlia- 
ment as an Advantage, or do you undertake it as an 
honourable Burthen? What it formerly was, when 


Corruption was unknown, is manifeſt from the Wages 
which were always allow'd the Members. 

Do you mean your own perſonal Good, or do you 
hope to become ſerviceable to the Publick? Every Man, 
who is not entirely abandon'd in his Principles, will 
readily anſwer me, that he ſcorns all private Views, and 
bath the Intereſt of his Country only at Heart. Why 

then do you not attend where your Duty: calls you; 


where 
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where you may be of Service, and where the great Af- 


fairs of your Country call you, and are tranſacted ? 
Conſider what important Matters may, very probably, 
be, this Seſſion, the Subject of your Deliberations, - 
But there is one Thing, I am ſure, above all, neceſ- 
ſary, and that is, The making ſome good and effecdual 
Laws for reſtraining of Luxury; which, if not ſpeedily 
prevented, muſt infallibly ruin this Kingdom. It is now 


| ſpread amongſt all Degrees of People. It is not only the 
Man of Quality, the Gentleman, and the Merchant 


that is infected; but, from the Example of their Supe- 
riors, Luxury is now got even behind Counters, among 


Shop- keepers, and their Apprentices, 


I am very apprehenſive (if we could be truly inſorm'd) 
that this prevailing Vice has brought the Ballance of 
Trade, upon the Whole, to be againſt us. What a 
miſerable Condition muſt we be then in, when Trade, 
which ſhould be our Support, becomes an Inſtrument 
of our Deſtruction? The Ballance of it, we all! KNOW, 


muſt be anſwered in Bullion. 


W hen theſe are the Topicks, which 700 may, proba- 


bly, enter upon; when Points of this Conſequence may, 


perhaps, come before you; can you have ſo little pub- 


lick Spirit in you, as to heſitate one Moment, whether 


you ſhall come up to Town this Winter, or not? You 
can have no juſt or lawful Excuſe, but Want of Health. 
Your Affairs, and every one that belongs to you, are, 


by the Privilege of the Houſe, ſafely ſecured. How 


then can you look your Countrymen, and thoſe who 
have choſen you, in the Face, when a Point of Conſe- 
quence may be loſt, perhaps, for Want of your ſingle 


Vote? Sure, if you do not attend your Duty in Par- 


liament, you muſt hide yourſelf in ſome obſcure Corner. 


To ſhew yourſelf in one Place, when every body knows 


your Duty calls you to another, is highly ſcandalous ; 
and, if you live, where you are choſen, you are daily 


Inſulting your Electors, by ſhewing them how much 


you neglect and deſpiſe their Service. | 
If Affairs ſhould ever be conducted in Parliament i in 
ſuch a Manner as to turn to the Detriment of your 
Country, have you not Reaſon to be aſhamed that you 
did not do whatever lay in your Power to prevent it? 
n they be well adminiſter'd, for the Honour and 
Advantage 
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Advantage of the Kingdom ; are you not ſenſibly grieved 
that you, who ought to have been concern'd in it, can 
claim no Share of the Reputation of it? Is there any 
Thing more infamous, even in private Life, than to 


accept a Truſt, promiſing to be careful in it, and after- 


wards never to do any one ſingle Act in Execution of it? 
You are like an Officer, ſolliciting for Preferment, and 


when any Danger appears, or his Country wants his 


Service, baſely quits his Colours, and en from his 


Duty. 
What ſhall I ſay to rouſe, and animate you, in your 
Country's Cauſe? How ſhall I warm you, with a right 


Spirit, and a becoming Zeal? If your own Safety, your 


own Property, your own Proſperity, will not affect you, 
zs the Welfare and Happineſs of Millions of no Moment 
to you ? 


When Points of the greateſt Conſequence to your 


Country, may poffibly come under your Deliberation, 
can you then be framing mean and poor Excuſes againſt 
a Call of the Houſe, when it ſhall be ordered? And at 


the ſame Time be deaf to the Calls of Honour, and of 
your Country. If you will hot through vile IndolJence, 
having no better Reaſon, be active, and diligent your- 


ſelf, in your Country's Cauſe, why do you not, if you 


have the ſole Intereſt in your Corporation, bring in ſome 
other Perſon of a leſs truant Diſpoſition, who might be 
qeſitous and willing to exert himſelf with more Vigour? 
Conſider that you do a double Miſchief: You, who 
have the Power of doing Good, from Indolence want 


the Inclinztion ; and, at the ſame Time, thoſe, who 
might have Denote, are, by you, prevented from 
having the Power of doing it. The Body of the Senate, 
Ike the natural Budy, is never perfect for Action, when 
deprived of any of its Members; and yet capable of act- 


ing, though it wants, perhaps, a Finger, an Arm, or 


two or three Limbs. 


If a Man did but ſeriouſly 3 whar ond Com- | 


ford there are, in aſſiduouſly attending his Duty in the 
Houſe, he would want no lucrative Incitements to engage 


bim to it, What a Satisfaction muſt it be to a virtuous. 
Mind, to think that he hath it in bis Power to do Good 


to Ten Thouſa nds at one Time; what an exquilite Plea- 
ſure muſt it "7 to think of releafing from Miſery, 


and 
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and the cruelleſt Confinement, Numbers of indigent and 
unfortunate Perſons, by a general Act for the Relief of 
_ inſolvent Debtors! | | 


- But let us turn the Tables, and put it in the worſt 
Light. I will ſuppoſe, that you are of a different Prin- 


ciple from the Party that prevails in the Houſe ; and 
that you ſee no Probability, or Proſpect of carrying any 
(Queſtion agreeable to your Opinion. This, you ſay, 


diſcourages you from giving your Attendance; but will 
this abſolve you from your Duty, and the Ties of Honour 

and Conſcience ? Will this releaſe you from the Obliga- 
tions you are under to thoſe who choſe you; or to thoſe 
who are defirous of acting with you? May you not, by 
diligent, and conſtant Attendance, have a Chance of 
now and then carrying a Point? May you not, by Ac- 


eident, and the Non- Attendance of others, have an Op- 
portunity of ſerving a Friend in a juft Cauſe, or in an 


Election, if you can ſuppoſe that Intereſt, or Faction, 
might otherwiſe make him ſuffer. . 

Let us ſuppoſe it poſſible, that a few Gentlemen, 
zealouſly concerned for the Preſervation of the Conftitu- 
tion, and the Welfare of their Country, ſhould labour 
with indefatigable Pains, and Induſtry, through many 
tedious Days of a long Seſſion, without Effect, and to 
no Purpoſe; every thing being by the Force of Party- 
Prejudice, or ſome ſtronger Influence, carried againſt 
them. This, no doubt, is extreamly diſheartniag ; bur 
if, at Length, by their unwearied Attendance, and 2 


ſtrict Secrecy, they ſhould be able to carry a Bill to pre- 


vent ſuch Miſchiefs for the future, what Tranſports muſt 


they feel? what Joy muſt fill their Hearts? Would not 
ſuch an Incident make them ample Amends for all their 


Fatigues ? would not this be a full Reward for all their 
Cue amr Bhd? © 

- I have known in former Parliaments, ſome of the 
rural Eſquites, the oddeſt and moſt unaccountable Crea- 


tures breathing, They will fit at home, or in their 
Country Coffee-houſes, railing at Courtiers, complaining 


of the Times, and, in ſhort, upbraiding the Govern- 
ment, and the general Adminiftration of publick Affairs 
in all its Parts; and yet they would not ſtir one Step, 


nor ſay one Syllable (nothing but a Monoſyllable being 


expected. | 


E 

expected from them) to remedy any of the Miſchieſs 
they ſo loudly complain'd of; nor will they, give their 
Attendance, to help and aſſiſt others, that would attempt 
„ 3 OE. JJC 39} 3; 
This brings to my Mind, a Story I have formerly 
| heard of Two Highwaymen, who attack'd a Stage- 
Coach, in which there was an Officer, two Juſtices 
of the Peace, and a Clergyman. When the Rogues 
came up to the Coach, the Officer leaped out, and put 
himſelf upon his Defence, the reſt of the Company ſat ſtill, 
and whilſt the Officer was bravely defending himſelf, the 
reſt were the whole [ime ſcolding bitterly, and calling all 
Sorts of Names; they cry'd *twas a Shame ſuch luſty Fel- 
lows, who migbtget an honeſt Livelihood by Work, ſhould 
turn Highwaymen, and plunder his Majeſty's liege Sub- 
jects; if they had Courage, why did they not go inte 
the Army, and ſerve. where. their Courage might be of 
\ Uſe? In ſhort, the Juſtices told them they would come 
to be hang'd, and the Parſon aſſured them they would cer- 
tainly be damn'd. The Officer having fired both his 
Piſtols, was, at length, overpowered; upon which he 
reproached his Fellow- Travellers, for their Cowardice, 
telling them, if they had aſſiſted him, whilſt he was 
fighting, inſtead of ſitting ſtill, and, like old Women, 
calling Names only, they might have perhaps taken the 
Rogues; or, at leaſt, have prevented the Robbery. The 
Moral of this is, if Gentlemen would conſtantly attend 
their Duty, and be a little active, many Things might 
be prevented, which it is in vain to ſit ſtill, and grum- 
ble at only). Z »%ʒ/ʒ⁊ͤ̃᷑ʒ̃̃ nl. om th fea 
Such Members as never appear in the Houſe, but upon 
a Call, are like Soldiers, who are liſted only to make 
their Appearance, upon a Muſter; and may properly 
enough be diftinguiſh'd. by the military Cant Name of 2 

 FAGGOT: If theſe: Faggots of the Houſe, are to be 
ſhamed into a Senſe of their Duty, by having a Name of 
Reproach fixed upon them, it. will be well; but if not, 
I hope, in all enſuing Elections, every County, Corpora- 
tion, and Borough, Ls 3 will conſider, whether it | 
can poſſibly be for their Intereſt, or their Honour, to be 
000 EIN | rn 
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